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REPORTS 


& » 


OP  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR 

THE  KINGSWOOD  URBAN  AREA 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Kingswood  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Public  Health  Services  for  the  year  1949.  The  report  is 
the  55th  of  the  series  presented  to  the  Council  since  the 
formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1894  and  is  submitted  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  based 
on  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General. 

1.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA . 

(a)  General  Statistics. 


1949 

Area  of  District  ...  ...  ... 

1530  acres 

ibpulation  (Registrar  General’s  estimate 

mid-year)  ...  ...  ... 

18,960 

Elevation  above  sea-level  (Hopewell  Hill) 

373  ft. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  December  (Rate 

Bo  oks ) •••  t«t 

5,422 

Estimated  No.  of  void  houses  (December).. 

1 

Rateable  Value  (31/12/49)  ...  ... 

£87,970 

Sum  presented  by  penny  rate  (year  48/49). 

£336 

( b ) Social  Conditions. 

The  high  standard  of  health  in  the  district  has  been 
maintained  and  there  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious 
diseas,e.  Although  the  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  throughout 
the  Country  was  more  than  average,  only  7 cases  ware 

notified  in  this  district,  none  of  which  proved  fatal. 

Despite  the  prevailing  restrictions  on  the  national 
housing  programme  good  progress  has  been  made  in  providing 
Council  hous es , thereby  fulfilling  a most  urgent  need. 

The  high  level  of  employment  in  the  district  has  been 
maintained. 


■ 
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MEMBERS  OP  THE  KINGSWOOD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

1949 


C ha  i rma  n 

Mr.  W.  Ba rnett , J.  P.  , Cto  20/5/49) 

Mr.  F.  G.  Powell,  J.  P.  , ( from  20/5/49 ) 


Vice-' 

Cha: 

irman 

Mr. 

J. 

Thomps  on 

Miembe 

rs 

Mr. 

w. 

Ba 

rnett 

Mr. 

s. 

G, 

Critchley 

Mr. 

D. 

Evans 

Mrs 

. E 

. A 

. Griffiths 

Mr. 

A. 

P. 

Hall 

Mr. 

G, 

c. 

G.  Jay 

Mr. 

A. 

Jefferies,  J. 

Dr. 

I, 

Macdona Id 

Mr. 

G. 

G. 

Macdonald 

Mr. 

G. 

H. 

Montacute 

Mr. 

J. 

H. 

Murphy 

Mr. 

H. 

w. 

Pa  rs  1 ow 

Mr. 

R. 

N. 

Yates 

Members  of  Health  and  Housing  Committees  1949 


Health 

Hous ing 

Chairman 

Chairman 

Mir.  E.G,  Critchley 

Mr.  W.  Barnett 

Mr.  F.  G.  Powell , J.  P. 

Mr.  F.G.  Powell,  J.  P. 

Mr.  J.  Thomps  on 

Mr.  J.  Thomps  on 

Mrs.  S.A.  Griffiths 

Mr.  D.  Evans 

Dr.  I.  Macdonald 

Mrs.  E.A.  Griffiths 

Mir.  G.H,  Miontacute 

Mr.  A.F.  Hall 

Mir.  R.W,  Pars  low 

Dr.  I.  Miacdonald  (resigned 
12/10/49  and  vacancy  filled  by: 

Mr,  R.W,  Pars  low 

Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  is  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
the  South  Glouc  esters  hire  Combined  (M.O.H.)  Districts: 


JAMES  MENZIES  CORMACK,  M.  B. , Ch.B.  , D.  P.H.  , D.  P.A,  , 
(Appointed  1st  May,  1938) 


Senior  Health  Inspector,  Housing  Officer,  Cleansing  Officer 
(who  also  executes  duties  under  Shops  Act,  Petroleum  Act 

and  Factories  Act) 

GEORGE  EWART  CURTIS,  P.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I.  (Cert. Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector) 

(Appointed  18th  September,  1933  ) 


Assistant  Health  Inspector 

HOWARD  JAMES  BRYANT,  M.S.I.A. , M.R.San.I.  (Cert .Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Meat  and  Food  Inspector) 

Secretary 

MRS.  D.  Mi.  BARKER  (to  3l/l/49  ) 

MISS  J.M.  MILLWARD  (from  1/2/49) 


Table  showing  Principal  Causes  of  Death,  1949 


Cause  of  Death 

Und. 

lyr. 

1-5 

yrs 

5-15 

yrs 

15-25 

yrs 

2 5-4  5 

yrs 

45-65 

yrs 

65-7  5 

yrs 

75  & 

over 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  & para-typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

fevers  ...  ... 

2.Cerebro-spinal  fever. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3. Scarlet  Fever  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4. Whooping  Cough  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5. Diphtheria  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Tuberculosis  of 

respiratory  system... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

6 

7. Other  forms  of 

tuberculos is  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8. Syphilitic  disease... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9. Influenza . 

- 

- 

- 

Ml 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10,  Meals  es . . , ... 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

11. Acute  Poliomyelitis 

& Polioencephalitis.. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12. Acute  infectious 

encephalitis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13, Cancer  of  buccal  cavity 

& oesophagus  (males). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

13. Cancer  of  uterus  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

mm 

3 

14. Cancer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum. . ... 

- 

- 

Ml 

- 

- 

1 

5 

6 

15. Cancer  of  breast  ... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

4 

16, Cancer  of  all  other 

sites  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

7 

2 

14 

17 . Diabetes , . ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18. Intra-c ranial  vascular 

les ions  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

11 

12 

29 

19. Heart  disease  ... 

1 

2 

9 

23 

35 

70 

20. Other  disoases  of  the 

circulatory  system... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

4 

1 

6 

21. Bronchitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

3 

7 

22. Pneumonia,  ... 

2 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

2 

- 

4 

9 

23. Other  respiratory 

diseases..  ... 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

3 

24 .Ulc era tion  of  the 

stomach  or  duodenum.. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

25JDiarrhoea  (under  2yrs). 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26. Appendicitis  ... 

- 

- 

Ml 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

3 

27, Other  digestive 

dis  eas  es , , ... 

- 

«M 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

4 

28. Nophritis . ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

2 

5 

29.  Puerperal  and  post 

- 

abortive  sepsis  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30, Other  maternal 

C QUS  03  i • • ••• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

31. Premature  birth  ... 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

32.C ongenital  malfor- 

mations , birth  injury, 

inf anti le  dis : ... 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

33. Suicide..  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

34. Road  traffic  accidents 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

35. Other  violent  causes. 

_ 

— 

- 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

36. All  other  causes  ... 

— 

- 

2 

1 

1 

6 

2 

4 

16  | 

TOTALS; 

6 

4 

2 

3 

12 

43 

62 

71 

203  | 

Ta bl e shewing  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Age  Groups,  1949. 
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f6  One  case  notified  as  dying  from  Food  Poisoning  was  found  on  investigation  to  have  died  from  another  cause. 


Table  showing  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Wards 


Dis eas  e 

North 

S outh 

Eas  t 

Wes  t 

Mount 

Hill 

Diphtheria  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Scarlet  Fever. 

17 

16 

16 

8 

11 

Meas les  ...  ... 

26 

52 

36 

24 

13 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

Erysipelas  ...  ... 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Poliomyelitis.  ... 

2 

2 

2 

1 

- 

Meningitis  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

fi  1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tons ili tis  ...  ... 

i . — .....  ..  — — ■ . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

jb  Tnis  case  referred  to  on  page  5. 


Table  showing  New  Cases  and  Deaths  (Tuberculosis)  in 

™ Age  Groups 

1949 


AGE 

NE1  CASES 

DEATHS 

Res  pira  tory 

Non- 

Res  pira tory 

Res  pi  ra  tor;y 

Non- 

Res  pira  tory 

M 

F 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

Under  1 year 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 - 5 years  ... 

2 

- 

1 

1 

5-15  years  . . . 

- 

1 

2 

1 

15-25  ye ara 

4 

10 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 5 - 35  years  ... 

3 

3 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

35  - 45  years 

4 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 5 - 55  years 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65  years 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  upwards 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS i 

17 

17 

4 

2 

3 

2 

- 

1 

■ 

• 

' • 

• 

. . . 

* 

■ 

. 

. . . 

• 

Table  showing  Tuberculosis  Cases 

_ 1949 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937  & 1948. 


Proscribed  particulars  which  are  required  by  section  128(3) 
of  t)ie  Factories  Act  1937,  with  respect  to  matters  which  are 
administered  by  the  District  Council. 

t 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  THE  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
(INCLUDING  INSPECTIONS  FADE  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


Premises 

Numbe  r 
on 

Register 

Numbe  r of 

- 

Ins  pec  tions 

Wri  t ten 

No tic  os 

Occupiers 

Pros  ecutod 

1.  Factories  in  whi< 

3h 

s 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4' 

> 

r- 

& 6 are  to  be 

enforces  by  Loca 

1 83 

30 

8 

- 

Authorities . 

2. Factories  not 

includod  in  (i)ii 

l 

which  Section  7 i 

Ls  14 

- 

- 

m 

enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

3.0thor  promises  ui 

idor 

the  Act  (excluding 

! 

out-workers  ’ 

- 

pro mis  os  ) . 

. | 

TOTALS 

97 

30 

8 

I 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which de f e c ts  were  ibund 

No. of  cas es 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M,  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

in  which 
pros  ocutions 
wore 

ins  tituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

^ O 

t-j 

- 

Overc  rowding 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temp- 
erature 

. 

— 

. 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

— 

mm 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

3 

2 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
dofoc  ti ve 

1 

1 

1 

. 

(c ) Not  s o pa  rate 
s oxos 

■■  mm 

Other  off  one  os 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

8 

7 

4 

•mm 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS . 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district  but  routine 
visits  have  been  made  to  food  premises,,  Whenever  unsound  food  was 
reported  it  was  dealt  with  by  the  issue  of  informal  surrender  notes. 


' 

t»  -i  ; 


...  •’  -i 

Irl'v* 

Z 


- 

■ ' :.:.£36A0 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 

6 6 Victoria  Street, 

Ref:  D/WW/47.  London.  S.W.l. 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  4.1.49  from  West  Gloucester- 
shire Water  C o.  labelled  California  Pumping  Station.  Output  water. 


Taken  by:  W,  Whittern. 

Witness : 

G,C.  Brereton.  Date:  3.1.49. 

9 : 57am 

Appearance:  Clear  and 

bright. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  ... 

Nil 

Colour  (Hazen)  ...  Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Reac  tion  pH  ...  7*  2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ... 

29 

Elec  trie 

conductivity  at  20°C, 

1080 

Alkalinity  as  CaCOg  ... 

320 

Ca 

Mg 

Na 

C 03 

Si  04 

Cl 

N03 

rsio2 

Probable 

C ombina ti ons 
Calcium  Carbonate 

128 

51 

13.8 

198 

192 

156 

88 

11 

12 

51 

77 

13.8 

34 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

48 

62 

81 

Sodium  Carbonate 

143 

75 

156 

Sodium  Sulphate 

231 

57 

88 

Sodium  Chloride 

14  5 

4 

11 

S odium  Ni t ra  t e 

15 

12 

Silica 

12 

Dif f erenc e 

26 

Total  solid  constituents  dried  at 

180°C 

• 

748 

Hardness-Total  185  Carbonate  (Temp.)  185  Non-carbonate  (Perm.)  0, 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  2,4  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent. 

Free  Ammonia  0,000  (as  N)  0,000  Residual  chlorine  0,06. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.016  (as  N)  0,013 (Oxygen  absorbed 

(in  4hrs.at  27°C.  0,20. 

Metals  Absent  Flourine  0.25 


No, of  colonies  developing(  1 day  at  37°C.  2 days  at  37°C.  3 days  at  20°C, 
on  Agar  per  cc.  or  ml.  in(  12  1 


Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 
3ac  t,  c oli. 

Cl,  welchii  Reaction 

Present  in 
Present  in 
Present  in 

Abs  ent 
Abs  ent 
Abs  ent 

from  100  ml, 
from  100  ml. 
from  100  ml. 

17th  January,  1949. 

Sgd. 

for  The  Counties 

Gordon 

Public 

Milos . 

Health  Laboratories 

■ 


. 


■ 


••  . 


ao  j 

■ I I I r.u/,e©'^ 


■ . 
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Water  Supply  continued 

The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 

66  Victoria  Street, 

Reft  D/WW/45.  London.  S.W.l, 

Analysis  of  a sample  of  water  received  on  4,1.49  from  West 
Gloucestershire  Water  Company.  Labelled  Shipton  Moyne.  Consumer's 
house  tap.  (Chlorinated  water.) 

Takon  by  C.W.  Hoopor.  Witness  - Dato  2.1.49.  11am, 


Appoaranco  Cloar  and  bright. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scalo) 

Nil 

Colour  (Hazon)  Nil 

Odour 

Nil 

Raction  pH  7.4 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

14 

Electric  conductivity 

at  20°C.  600 

Alkalinity  as  Ca  CO3 

240 

Ca 

Mg 

Na 

-rog- 

sc4 

Cl 

no3 

Probablo 

78 

8.4 

57 

144 

45 

46 

A 

16 

C ombina  tions 

i 

78 

117 

Calcium  Carbonate 

195! 

8.4 

21 

Magnesium  Carbonate 

29| 

5 

6 

Sodium  Carbonato 

ii| 

22 

45 

Sodium  Sulphate 

67j 

30 

46 

Sodium  Chloride 

76  j 

16 

Silica 

l6! 

Difference 

4! 

Total  solid  constituents 

dries  at 

180°C . 

398j 

Hardness  -Total  230.  Carbonate  (Temp.)  230.  Non-carbonate  (Perm.)  0. 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0,0.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Less  than  0,01. 

Free  Ammonia  0.088.  (as  N)  0,072.  Residual  chlorino  0,10. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.000.  (as  N)  0, 000, ( Oxygon  absorbod 

(in  4hrs  .at  27°C.  0,10. 

Metals  Iront  0,23,  Other  metals  absent,  Flourino?  0.45. 


Numbor  of  Colonies)  1 day  at  37°C  2 days  a t 37  °C  3 days  at  20°C. 

developing  on  Agar)  3 4 3 

por  cc.  or  ml.  in  ) 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  Prosont  in  - Absent  from  100  ml, 

Bact.  coli,  Prosont  in  - Absent  from  100  ml. 

Cl.  wolchii  Roaction  Prosont  in  - Absent  from  100  ml. 


Sgd.  Gordon  Miles, 

for  The  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 


17th  January,  1949, 
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